
[image: image2.jpg]ESPITE his choice of instru-
ment in the music field he in-
habits each day of his working
life, educationist Marlon Louis
could never be accused of
blowing his own trumpet! For
the musician, currently band-
master at Victoria Park High School, must be one
of the most reticent people you could find in the
world of school and amateur entertainment in the
Nelson Mandela Metro when it comes to talking
about himself.

Which is why you'll find fewer direct quotes
than usual in this particular profile.

Louis, as Showtime musical and vocal ar-
ranger Garth Tavares is wont to call him, is yet
another product of the Moravian Band, having cut
his instrumental teeth under Tyrone Hitzeroth.

At school first at St Thomas High and then
Victoria Park, he developed his horn-playing abil-
ities learning from the likes of Shawn Lyon, Gra-
ham Beyer and Erik Albertyn at NMMU.

To my question why he selected the trumpet,
Louis laconically replied: “It was the first instru-
ment | picked up”, and many people in orches-
tras, bands and audiences in the Friendly City
must truly be glad he did.

Completing his musical studies, he taught
parttime at Erica Primary beforeLyon lured him
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Opera House next Friday, will have to wait with
bated breath to see whether he will vocalise once
more. His instrumental abilities have seen him
sitting in three times with the ;edoubtable Jonny
Cooper Big Band from Cape fown.

“That came about because, having been to
Cape Town at various times for National Youth
Orchestra auditions and other reasons, | met top
jazz names like Alec Gibbon and Mike Blake, who
mentioned me to Cooper when the came to PE.
Solsatin,” said Marlon.

What he diun't say in that short reply was that it
takes genuine sightreading ability to be able to
“sitin" with a band like Cooper’s.

What many cricket fans will not know is that
Louis taught many of the members of the St
George's Park Band to read music after it was
first formed on a strictly amateur basis. Which is
why their sound improved cver the years.

His role in the Showine production team this
year has been higitty original — and special.

For the first time, the function of music man-
ager was created and, as such, the full admin-
istration of that side of the presentation fell on his
shoulders, taking a huge load from Garth
Tavares, who had carried this, in addition to mu
sical direction and arranging duties, for the pre-
vious two years.
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